
 

Welcome to Worship at 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

STORY CITY, IOWA 
February 7, 2016 

 
"This is my Son, whom I have chosen…" 

 

"Listen to Him!" 
Luke 9:35 

 

 

Transfiguration Sunday 

Ministers – All Members 
Stephen Anenson, Senior Pastor 

Kurt Jensen, Associate Pastor 
Zachary Bauknecht, Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator 

Transfiguration of Our Lord Sunday                            February 7, 2016 
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 Prelude 
 Opening Hymn     
  “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”                              No. 3                        
 Prayer 
 Time for Greeting 
  Announcements 
 My Bible Faith Stepping Stone Blessing 
 The Worship Song 
  “O Worship the King”                                     (v.1,2,5) No. 104                       
  

We Confess Our Sin and Receive God’s Forgiveness 
 Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness                    (on screen) 
  

We Hear God’s Word   
 Lesson - Hebrews 3:1-6 

1 
Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the 

heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we 
acknowledge as our apostle and high priest. 

2 
He was faithful 

to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all 
God’s house. 

3 
Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor 

than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor 
than the house itself. 

4 
For every house is built by someone, 

but God is the builder of everything. 
5 
“Moses was faithful as a 

servant in all God’s house,” bearing witness to what would be 
spoken by God in the future. 

6 
But Christ is faithful as the Son 

over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed we hold 
firmly to our confidence and the hope in which we glory. 

 Gospel - Luke 9:28-36 
28 

About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, 
John and James with him and went up onto a mountain to 
pray. 

29 
As he was praying, the appearance of his face 

changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of 
lightning. 

30 
Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious 

splendor, talking with Jesus. 
31 

They spoke about his 
departure ("exodus"), which he was about to bring to 
fulfillment at Jerusalem. 

32 
Peter and his companions were 

very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his 
glory and the two men standing with him. 

33 
As the men were 



leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to 
be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for 
Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was 
saying.) 

34 
While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered 

them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 
35 

A 
voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I 
have chosen; listen to him.” 

36 
When the voice had spoken, 

they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to 
themselves and did not tell anyone at that time what they had 
seen. 

 

We Confess Our Faith                                              
 Nicene Creed                                                                (on screen) 
 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 Offering 
  Offertory        “We Are An Offering”                      (on screen) 
 

We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed  
 Anthem    “Majestic Holy One”                                 Berry 
  The Senior Choir - Susan Amensen, Director                                                  
 Sermon          “The Divine Drama”                   Pastor Jensen 
 Hymn              “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”     No. 33                                                   
 

We Receive God’s Grace in the Sacrament 
   Words of Institution 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
 Distribution 
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 Blessing 
 Benediction 
 Closing Hymn         “Shine, Jesus, Shine”                (v.1,3) No. 431                    
 Postlude 
 

Organist: Emily Anderson 
Communion Preparer: Nancy McMenamin 
Candlelighter: Dylan Ihle 
Greeters: Craig & Nancy Sargent 
Ushers: John & Corine Nordeen, Greg Thompson, Shirley Frette 
Reader: Gloria Oberender 
Communion Assistants: Gloria Oberender, Al Hermanson,  
 Shirley Frette 
Communion Helpers: Colby Martin, Koby Hassebrock 
Sound Engineer: Trent Whipple 

Visitors: A special welcome to our guests today! We sincerely desire 
that everyone present will feel welcome in the Lord’s house. Thank 
you for filling out the white information card in front of you. You may 
put it in the offering plate or give it to an usher as you come forward 
for communion. 
 

Holy Communion. Today, we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. In prayerful preparation for the Table, please read and 
fill out the Information Card in front of you and give to an usher as 
you are directed forward. We welcome to this family meal all who 
have been baptized into the Christian faith, and who believe that 
Christ is present in the bread and wine offering forgiveness of sins, 
life and salvation. Children who have not been prepared to receive 
the Sacrament are invited to come with their family for a blessing.  
 If you are unable to come to the front to receive the sacrament, 
let an usher know and the elements will be brought to you. We offer 
gluten free wafers. If you desire that kind of wafer, simply point to the 
small container in the bread tray. Grape juice is also available. Please 
point to the center of the tray if you desire this.  
 

The flowers in the chancel area today are from the funeral of 
Dorothy Peter held at Immanuel this past Monday. 
 

Food Pantry. Place your items for the Loaves and Fishes Food 
Pantry in the grocery cart in the narthex today. Cash donations are 
also always welcome. Checks can be made out to Immanuel with a 
notation for the Food Pantry and placed in the offering plate.  
 

There will be a time of fellowship and refreshments in the Social 
Hall following the worship service. Everyone is invited. 
 

Pastor & Sandy Anenson are on vacation this weekend. 
 

Next Sunday will be our monthly Improvement Fund offering. This 
fund is used for capital expenditures to maintain and improve our 
church buildings.  
 

Lenten Services. Our Wednesday night Lenten services will begin 
this Wednesday evening, February 10. Our Ash Wednesday service, 
with Holy Communion will begin at 7 P.M. that evening. Our theme 
this year is "Staying in Touch: Reviving Your Prayer Life during Lent." 
There will be special music and a children's message. Junior Choir 
members will be dismissed to practice following the children's 
message. Trinity and Confirmation students and Senior Choir will 
meet following the service. Be sure to bring your own Bible each 
week to the service if possible. 
 

Attendance last Sunday: 203 



2016 Lenten Prayer Guide. Our congregation is joining thousands of 
churches during the 40 days leading up to Palm Sunday in praying for 
our community and our world. The "Seek God for the City 2016" 
booklet helps you pray with clarity and biblical hope for others.  A 
companion app is available for your Smartphone or table for just $ .99 
— look for it in your app store! The booklets are available in the 
church office and on the table in the narthex — only $3.00 each. Free 
children's versions are also available, so you can pray with your kids! 
Find out more at www.waymakers.org. Join us in prayer for our city 
and world each day this Lent! 
 

Youth planning on going to Riverside Bible Camp this summer 
are reminded that registrations postmarked on or before February 15 
receive a discount. As a member congregation you also receive an 
additional $15 discount. The Immanuel congregation also gives 
scholarships for our youth to attend Riverside - $100 for a full week of 
camp and $50 for Alpha Camp. Some of the weeks fill up quickly, so 
you will want to register soon. For the various programs and dates be 
sure to check the Riverside poster on the narthex bulletin board, pick 
up a copy of The Riverside Times from the Welcome Table or check 
out the Riverside website, www.riversidelbc.org. If you are in need of 
further financial help, please let one of the pastors know. We want to 
give everyone an opportunity to go to camp! 
 

Open House Bridal Shower. There will be an Open House Bridal 
Shower for Amber Renaud, bride to be of Jacob Rathmacher 
Saturday, February 27 at 10 A.M. at Harvest Evangelical Free Church 
in Story City. The couple is registered at Target and Younkers. 
 

Immanuel Loaves & Fishes Committee. There will be a meeting of 
our Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry Committee this Thursday, 
February 11 at 6:30 P.M. in the Cornerstone Room. All who would like 
to help with Loaves and Fishes are invited to attend this meeting. 
  
Upcoming Events 

 Quilt Tying. We have a half day scheduled for quilt tying this 
Thursday, Feb. 11, from 9 A.M.-12 noon in the Social Hall. Come 
share in the fellowship with others while providing a service to 
people in need. If you would like to bring something to share for 
coffee break, you are invited to do so. We hope you can make it, 
whether it is for an hour or two or for the entire morning.  

 Bergen's Fat Tuesday Feast will be Feb. 9 at the Roland Comm. 
Center from 5-7 P.M. This meal is sponsored by the St. Petri/Bergen 
Youth and the Men's Group from Bergen. Menu: pancakes, biscuits 
and gravy, eggs, fresh fruit and more. Freewill offering. 

Adult Education 

 Beginning February 14 in the Social Hall - We will have a six week 
Bible Study following the same theme we will use during the worship 
services on those Sundays. This study is called "Living Lent as 
People of the Resurrection." All adults are welcome. 

 Beginning February 14 in the Cornerstone Room - "Work at 
Worship." How can your daily work be an answer to someone's 
prayer? This new six week adult class will challenge all of us to 
consider the reason God calls us to work. It will cause you to 
consider why He may have you in your current position and 
encourage you to look beyond how your job makes you feel and see 
purpose and significance in your work. Through powerful biblical 
teaching, real-life documentary stories and engaging video 
illustrations, this series will help us understand the biblical mandate 
for work. We have been called to work with excellence, integrity, and 
diligence, and our careers are opportunities to be on mission for 
Christ in the marketplace. God gives us great potential for impact on 
our families, churches, communities and the world through the 
blessing of our work. 

 
Learning Opportunity 
 

CORE Class to be offered again 
     Plans are underway for a new 12 session class – CORE – 
that will be starting on Sunday, February 14 from 4-6 P.M. in 
the Cornerstone Room.  Over the weeks of this course, we 
will discover together the “core” of the Christian faith and 
what it means to follow Jesus Christ.  There will be food and 
fellowship, and a video presentation each week by Pastor 
Jonathan Anenson, who developed the course. 
     CORE was developed out of the desire of people who are 
hungry to know their purpose and identity in Christ, and to 
learn how to follow Jesus on a daily basis. The CORE 
experience will be an exciting opportunity to learn about, 
explore further and apply the fundamentals of Biblical 
discipleship and to grow in your relationship with God. We 
are excited for what God will do in all of us during our time 
together!  Last year over 20 members completed the course. 
     Please sign up in the Narthex today or call Pastor 
Anenson, Mary Danielson, or Sarah Gelner for more 
information. The deadline for sign up is this Wednesday, 
February 10. 

http://www.riversidelbc.org/


Reminders 

 A nursery/playroom is available across from the restrooms on the 
main floor of the educational wing.  

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers for 
young children. 

 Hearing devices for those who have a difficult time hearing the 
service can be found on the shelf in the narthex. If you have been 
thinking of trying a unit, please ask an usher to assist you. We have 
several extra units at this time. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 All those suffering from illness, hunger, violence, or grief. 

 God's kingdom to come in its fullness. 
 

We praise God for: 

 Giving us glimpses of new creation. 

 Shining the light of his love through us. 
 

 

 
Youth Activities 

High School Youth Activities 

Our next meeting - Will be Sunday February 14th from 3:30-4:45PM.  

Bring a friend and get ready for some fun! 
 

2016 National Youth Gathering - Any upcoming 9th-12th Graders (2016-

2017 school year) you have the chance to attend the first ever LCMC 

National Youth Gathering in July at Grandview University.  Sign up today to 

be a part of LCMC history!  The deadline has been extended until next 

Sunday, the 14th.  There are funds available for those who are interested in 

coming with us this summer.   
 

Middle School Youth Activities 

Our next meeting - Will be Sunday February 14th from 2:00-3:15PM.  Bring 

a friend and get ready for some fun! 
 

2016 NYG - Current 8th Grade Students, please see the note above. 
 

Middle and High School Youth Activities 

Youth Group Volunteering - ALL adults over the age of 18, we need your 

help!!  Please go to this link to see our Sign-Up on VolunteerSpot: 

http://vols.pt/UYDWZS  Thank You so much.  We can't do it without you. 

February 7 - 14, 2016 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

    
Sunday, February 7 - Communion Sunday 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 

 
Monday, February 8 
  
Tuesday, February 9 
 9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 

5:30 P.M. Youth Board Meeting 
 

Wednesday, February 10 - Ash Wednesday 
7:00 P.M. Ash Wednesday Lenten Service with Holy 

Communion 
7:15 P.M. Junior Choir 
7:45 P.M. Trinity & Confirmation Classes 
7:45 P.M. Senior Choir Rehearsal 
  

Thursday, February 11 
 9:00 A.M. Women's Ministry Quilt Tying Work Day 
 6:30 P.M. Loaves & Fishes Committee Meeting 
 

Friday, February 12 
 

Saturday, February 13 
 8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel 
  

Sunday, February 14 
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
10:30 A.M. Stephen Ministers 
1:30 P.M. Coffee at Bethany Manor served by Immanuel 

Women 
2:00 P.M. Middle School Youth Group 
2:15 P.M. Riverside Bible Camp Annual Meeting 
3:30 P.M. High School Youth Group 

 

http://vols.pt/UYDWZS

